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THE BISHOP OF CHESTER. 


My Loxp, 


Movep by your LoRDsute's Zeal for true 
Chriſtianity, (which I have kindly experienced) 
ard a Senſe of Gratitude for the ſame, I moſt 
reſpectfully preſent your LorDsmie with the 
two following Diſcourſes. As it is your LoRD- 
SHIP's Pleaſure, that the Faith of the Goſpel 
and its happy Effects may increaſe; ſo am I ſa- 
tisfied, if my weak Endeavour, to that End, 
ſhould not be in vain. 8 CFR 


oft obli ged, 


and very humble Servant, 


* 
2 


a JOHN BROCK BANK. 
: Waſdale Head, June 28, 1799. 


PEACE WITH GOD. 


ISAIAH XXVI. g. Thou wilt keep him in perſect peace, 
whoſe mind is ſtayed on thee. 


SOLES it will readily be granted, is a moſt valuable object. In 

a civil ſenſe, unanimity and concord are a very deſirable bleſſing; 
and, on the contrary, diſagreement and animoſity are the ſubverſion of 
human ſociety, and of all the felicity that attends it. 


But there is a peace of another kind, which being moſt highly to be 
eſteemed, and therefore more worthy of Go to give, may alſo juſtly 
be accounted that which he will confer. This is an inward peace of 
mind and of conſcience, It is a peace with Goo, yielding to the foul 
ſolid ſatisfaction, which may remain in ſpite of all outward diſtur- 
bances; and it is infinitely more valuable than any peace that the world 
can give, which various cauſes interrupt. | 


Since ſin entered into the world, mankind could enjoy true peace 
with Gop upon no other ground but that of his redeeming goodneſs 
and mercy, The Patriarchs of old truſted in the divine promiſe of a 
Rror kun that ſhould ſuffer, and this was their great conſolation, 
Thus Abraham believed that God would provide himſelf a Lamb, to be 
one day made an offering upon earth for fin ; he ſaw it, and was glad. 


Nor hath any one reaſon to deny the neceſſity of a ranſom, to re- 
concile the offended Creator to our ſinful degenerated race. For 
as the firſt of human kind, fearing the fatal effect of their tranſgreſſion, 
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attempted to conceal themſelves from Gop's all- ſeeing eye; ſo in all 
ages of the world, a general conſciouſneſs of guilt, and dread of the 
Divine diſpleaſure conſequent upon it, prevailed among mortals, whi- 
therſoever they were diſperſed upon the earth. Thus the Gentiles, by 
ſacrificing to idols, acknowledged their fin againſt Heaven and appre- 
henſion of its vengeance, as well as they to whom the only true Gop 
and available ſacrifice were revealed. It ſeems to have been a general 
ſentiment at all times, that without ſhedding of blood is no remiſſion. 
And what other ſacrifice, but that of the divine perſon, CurisT IEsus, 
could atone for offences againſt the Infinite Gop? By virtue of the 
blood of Cnr 15sT alone, may fallen man with confidence thus addreſs his 
Maker; Thou wilt keep him in perfef peace, whoſe mind ts flayed on thee. 


I ſhall now conſider the ſeveral particulars of this ſubject in their 
order; and firſt, the party here addreſſed, who in the following verſe, 
plainly appears to be the Lozxp AtvicuTy., 


1. God is, and ever will be, the ſame that he hath been from eter- 
nity. Wherefore the ſame three perſons and one God ſent Moſes and 
the prophets, who are deſcribed by the apoſtles more clearly, ſuſtain- 
ing ſeparate offices for the ſalvation of mankind. And we have ſeen and 
do teſtify (faith St. Jou x) that the Father ſent the Son to be the Saviour 
of the world. And in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews we read, By one y- 
fering he (viz. CnrisT) hath perfefed forever them that are ſanfiified ; 
whereof the Holy Ghoſt alſo is a witneſs to us. The Holy Ghoft witnefſeth 
by miracles upon record, which he enabled the apnſiles to perform, and by 
the abiding comfort of his grace, that the, Son hath redeemed finners to God 
tie Father. Through faith in the Redeemer we may be emboldened to raife 
our thouglts to heaven, and may fix them upon our recencil:d God, wich 
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gralitude and delight, And how great is the ſatisfaction, how unſpeak- 
able 
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able the peace, that ariſes from the favour of Him that hath all power 
both in heaven and earth! 


2. As peace with Gop cometh only by the Mediator, ſo no man 
can continue in it in time, that he may enjoy it everlaſtingly, without 
Divine aſſiſtance; which will be given to them who diligently ſeek it. 
Theſe words, Thou wilt tcep him, poſitively expreſs a“ work that be- 
longeth to God. It is not in man to keep his foul in peace and ſafety, 
except the Lox D uphold him with his good ſpirit; and guide him by 
his grace, in his juſt and holy ways. Spiritual endowments, like bo- 
dily ſtrength and aCtivity, are improved in thoſe that make a proper 
uſe of them. All the abilities that are in mankind to do good come 
from Gop. They are to be employed according to his pleaſure, and 
he will impart more. Man's natural inſufficiency for his own ſalvation 
and his help that cometh from God, are ſet forth in many paſſages of 
ſcripture. They are noted by the prophet, a few verſes aſter the text, 
in theſe words, Lord, thou wilt ordain peace for us, for thou alſo beft 


wrought all our works in us. 


3. It appears reaſonable to determine, that peace with God is here 
implied; as that which relates to the worid cannot fo properly be call- 
ed perfect, The peace of the world, like every thing pertaining to 
this life, is tranſient and unſtable; it ſtands upon a ſlippery founda- 
tion, and 1s often in danger of falling to ruin. For what is more va- 
riable than the temporal intereſts and paſſions of mankind, upon which 
worldly peace depends? And what wonder is it, if that peace, which 
hath ſuch mutable ſupports, be often broken; and if merit itſelf be 
not a ſufficient ſecurity for it? 
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There are not wanting inſtances of men, who, after they had been 
delervedly careſſed, have nevertheleſs unjuſlly ſuffered in the world. 
Cicero's eioquence, which was of ſingular ſervice in the preſervation of 
the Roman State, could not ſecure him againſt the malice of the tyrant 
who took away his life. And great was the oppreflion that the 1ſracl- 
les endured in E, after a new king aroſe, That knew not Foſeph. 


But to deſcend to our own times, it may be taken for granted, that 
there are none in the preſent age, who have lived long enough to make 
the experiment, and have not found the peace of the world very incon- 
ſtant, and have felt the troubleſome effects of its imperfection. 


On the other hand, peace with Gop may juſlly be intitled perfect, 
for it is founded upon the Divine perfections, and partakes of their na- 
ture. This peace doth not depend on the capricious humours of man- 
kind, but is ſettled by and with that infinite Being, With whom is no va- 
rrablencfs, neither ſhadow of turning, through the merits and mediation 
of the ever-blefſed Redeemer, who will bring all his faithful and obe- 
dient followers to the enjoyment of endleſs felicity and peace. 


In relation to the covenant given to mankind, throngh Chriſt, by 
Gop Al uin, he hath made theſe gracious promiles, I will put my 
law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; I will forgive 
their iniquity, and I will remember their fin no more. And concerning a 
liſe to come, there is this promiſe in the chapter before us, Thy dead 
men ſhall live, together wth my dead body fhall they ariſe. When the truly 
penitent Chriſtian, by faith, apprehends his intereſt in the immutable 
promiſes of forgiveneſs of ſins and everlaſting life, through Cugisr, 
his Saviour, he pol. les that moſt valuable treaſure, peace with Gop, 
yielding, for the preſent, ſuch ſolid ſatisfaction, as the world cannot 


altord ; 
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afford; and leading him to perfect and eternal ſecurity, in the life to 
come. 


With this inward complacency no worldly wiſh can compare. Come, 
Holy Spirit, Heavenly Viſitor, and make each of our hcarts the peace- 
ful habitation of thy preſence. 


4. Laſtly ; The perſon who enjoyeth perfect peace is one, whoſe 
mind is ſtayed on his Maker. He is one who, amidlt the allurements 
of vice, has his heart with Gop; the centre of his ſoul, and the 
principal ſubje& which engages his thoughts. In a word, he is one 
who, in time of trial and need, (and ſuch indeed is our whole ſtate of 
probation here) truſts in the Lox p for ſupport, who will keep him in 
inward and profound tranquillity. The alfairs of this life are inconſi- 
derable with the man who looks forward to eternity, and in his mind 
dwelleth upon Gop, who makes all things work together for good to 
them that love him. | 


It is true, no man's mind can be fo fixed on the Surrewme Bervo 
but that it muſt be occalionally turned to inferior things, We conſiſt 
of two principal parts; foul and body; and though the former ought 
chiefly to be reſpected, the latter is not totally to be diſregarded. At- 
tention is to be paid to its rightful claims. But it is very dangerous to 
exceed the bounds of right, in acceding to the demands of the body. 
Hence proceed hurtful indulgencies, ſinful exceſſes, and in ſhort all 
manner of wickedneſs which the ſinner, out of his earthly wind, will 
be led to commit. Thus is he eſtranged from Gop, both in his 
thoughts and actions; Gop's peace, the only true happineſs of ra- 
tional creatures, is therefore far from him. A condition this truly 
wretched, full of tumult, and full of fear. 


But 
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But happy is the man, who juſtly eſteems his better part, and takes 
due care for the ſalvation of his immortal ſoul; who baniſhes all un- 
worthy ſubjects from his thoughts, and delights to employ them upon 
Gov, the ſource of al! good. He enjoys a pleaſing calm and ſerenity 
in his boſom, free from that perturbation and anxiety which perplex 
the vicious, and make their lives a burden to themſelves. He is alie- 
nated from the fin and vanity of this wicked world. This is a ſtate of 
the moſt delightful freedom, and is itſelf an enjoyment, that at preſent 
can only be enlarged by his happy compoſure of ſpirit, which proceeds 
trom its cultivating an acqaintance with Go, the greateſt and beſt of 
Beings; and from the hope of his future favour, which like an anchor 
is his ſure hold, through the viciſſitudes of this mortal ſcene, The 


ſwelling billows, that he may meet with, on the ocean of the world, 


will not readily overwhelm the man who hath ſuch a ſtay. A ſhip faſt 
anchored, though toſled, is not driven away by the violence of the 
wind and waves, to be ſplit on rocks, but remains in ſafety ; ſo, amidſt 


the troubles of life, thou, Lord, Wilt keep ham in perfeft peace, whoſe 


mind is ſtayed on thee : Becauſe (as we further read) he truſteth in thee. 


He hath a well-grounded truſt in God, his Providence and Mercy, 
through Cux1sT his Saviour, for all needful ſupports both for time 
and eternity; and the fruit of this is peace inexpreſſible, and to be 
perfected forever. 


How different are the two characters briefly deſcribed, and how hap- 
Py and deſirable is the one in compariſon with the other. Thoſe of 
the latter deſcription I would now addreſs, in the animating words of 
their great Maſter, —Be of good cheer—Let not your heart be troubled. 
Since in him you have peace with your Maker, that refreſhing ſpring 


of inward conſolation, be not diſmayed in paſſing the dry and ſandy 


deſerts, that you may meet with in your pilgrimage here below. — 
| Though 
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Though the world beſet you with its temptations, trials, oppoſitions, 
perſecutions, be ye not therefore afraid; he on whom you depend will 
keep you from falling, and in his ſtrength you may be victorious; Be- 
cauſe greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. Let the 
ground that you have already gained, in your Chriſtian combat, en- 
courage you to perſevere in it to the end, that you may obtain the- 
crown of life. 


Great is the encouragement that our Lord gives, for the perſeverance 
of his faithful people; nor is his call leſs gracious to ſuch as are ſtran- 
gers to him: Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 
will give you reſt, Ye unhappy mortals, who think of nothing beyond 
this earth, and beſtow much labour for that which ſatisfeeth not, raiſe 
your minds to that glorious Being who made them, and who alone is 
ſufficient for their happineſs. For the ſake of mankind (adorable 
goodneſs) he condeſended to dwell in human fleſh, that he might open 
to men the gate of heaven. Learn of this humble, this lowly Teach- 
er; live as he directs, and you will ſurely meet with comfort and re- 
poſe. Peace within will be your portion in this world, and in that to 
come unſpeakable joys. If you fairly make the experiment, you will 
not fail to find the life of a true Chriſtian the moſt fatisfatory ! It is 
diametrically oppoſite to that of the libertine, which directly leads to 
miſery and woe. 


The Prophet, well knowing wherein the chief good of man conſiſts, 
immediately after this ſubject, uſes the following general exhortation, 
Truſt ye in the Lord forever; for in the Lord 7eloval is everlaſting 
ſtrength. The conſideration of the Infinite Power of the Supreme 
Being ſhould be a ſufficient motive, to induce us to rely upon him 
at all times, and for the ſupply of all our neceſſities. Let none there- 


fore deſpair, Whatever may be your reſpective conditions, either 
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with regard to this life or the next, depend upon God to ſuſtain you, 
Are any depreſled through want, ſickneſs, or ghoſtly danger, lamenting 
the lols of friends, or oppreſſed by powerful and inveterate enemies? 
Fear not; but ſtill put your truſt in your Omnipotent and Merciful 
Father, for your deliverance and protection, of whole ability and good 
will to mankind there is no end. Has not his good Providence ſup- 
ported you hitherto? It ill becomes ſuch ereatures as we are, who 
are abſolutely dependent upon our Great Creator, and have been kept 
thus far by his bounty, to diſtruſt his future ſupplies, 


Again, ye favourites of fortune, who abound with plenty, are ſtran- 
gers to pain, and yet happily obey the laws of your Maker, think not 
yourſelves ſecure, that you ſhould not always truſt in him. Forget 
not that it is Gop, who upholds you, and that Ie that trufteth in his 
own heart is a fool, Whatever ſtate a man may be in, he is cqually 
concerned to place a proper degree of truſt in the moſt Adorable and 
Univerſal Parent. It is very obvious, that a well-grounded truſt in 
Gop, producing peaceful effects, muſt proceed from a penitent heart 
believing in the Saviour of ſinners, and that our confidence in him 
muſt be the ſtronger, the more truly we ſerve him. Let us therefore 
now be perſuaded ſincerely to ſerve the Lord, conſidering both the 
preſent and future advantages of his ſervice, Let us conſtantly beg 
of God the aſſiſtance of his grace, and whatever is good and needful 
for us; Looking for that bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great Gop and our Saviour Tesus CuRIST, that is ready to judge the 
quick and the dead. 


I ſhall conclude with theſe words, which may be found in St Paul's 
laſt chapter to the Corinthians, and which, if generally obeyed by 
mankind, would not fail to have the happieſt efe&s: Finally, brethren, 
farewell. Pe perfect, be of good comfort ; be of one mind, lite in peace ; 
and the Cop of los ve and peace fhail be with you. 


GROUNDS OF FAITH. 


JohN xiv. 1. Je believe in God, believe alſo in me. 


HEN St. Paul made his defence before Feſtus and king Agrip- 

pa, concerning the Chriſtian faith, which zhey were prejudi- 

ced againſt, he addreſſed himſelf to the latter in theſe words, King 

Agrippa, believeſt thou the prophets ? I know that thou believeſt. Since 

the predictions of the prophets, relating to the Meſſiah, were fulfilled 

in Jesus CRIST, to aſſent to them muſt, in the concluſion, lead to 

the reception of his religion. Agrippa ſeems to have been aware of 

this conſequence, in his anſwer, which he briefly returned to the a- 
poltle, Almoſt thou perſuadeſt me to be a Chriſtian, 


This manner of reaſoning is ſimilar to that of our Lory, in the 
text, though he diſcourſed with perſons of a different deſcription, and 
at a ſeaſon of great ſolemnity. The diſciples were with Jes us, before 
the celebration of the paſlover, and the time was approaching, when 
his bodily preſence was to be withdrawn from them, He therefore 
repeatedly foretold them of his departure, that their minds might be 
prepared to undergo the trying change, He allo gave them the pro- 
miſe of the Holy Ghoſt, and of future happineſs, for their conſola- 
tion, and comforted them with this aſſurance, that he was able to ful- 
fil his word; Let not your heart be troubled : Ye believe in God, believe 
alſo in me, Ye believe that there is a Gop, whoſe Providence ruleth 
over all things, believe likewiſe that he hath ſent me. 
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To believe in Gos is neceſſarily the proper foundation of our faitl. 
and it is the fool only, as we read, who hath denied bim. The man 
of underſtanding needs no other proot for the exiſtence of Gop, 19: 
his own reaſon. How amazing a work is that of the human mind, ed 
how much more wondertul does it ſtill appear, the farther it is extend- 
ed! No diſtance of time or place can limit its flight, nor can the fleet- 
eſt arrow equal its ſwiftneſs. Its power is ſeen im the ſurpriſing effects 
that it produces, making certain paſſages on the pathleſs ocean, for the 
ule of mankind. As the minuteſt works of the mechanic are the moſt 
excellent, ſo infinite muſt be the power and wiſdom of the Maker of 
an inviſible mind. 


Nor is the viſible work of the creation leſs aſtoniſhing, than that 
which is not the object of our ſigbt. Here the ſuperficial ſpectator 
muſt be filled with admiration, whilſt greater wonder ſeizes the more 
{kilful and penetrating eye. Ihe former is ſtruck with the regular 
proportion and handſome appearance of the human body, and with 
that endleſs varicty of faces, which lies open to view; but the latter 
is aſtoniſhed with dilcovering the muitiplicity of parts, of which it 
conſiſts, and ſeeing how uſeful each of them is to the whole. The eye 
cannot ſay to the hand, I have no need of thee ; nor again the head to the 


feet, I have no need cf you. Every part is neceſſary for the mutual 


preſervation of all the members of the body, 


The like exquiſite art and contrivance are conſpicuous in the ſeveral 


kinds of living creatures, that fall under our obſervation; every one 


is fiited with the greateſt exactneſs to that ſphere of life, in which it 
moves, and pecuiarly adapted to the region which it inhabits. The 
birds, for inſtance, to fly in the air, the flocks and herds to graze on 
the plains, and the ſiſhes to [wim in the waters. They are all wonder- 


fully 
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fully made, from the leaſt to the greateſt, and the ſmalleſt inſect as 
compleat in all its parts as the largeſt quadruped. 


Every creature is furniſhed with food proper for its ſuſtenance, which 
beſpeaks a moſt wiſe, good, and powerful Provider, who ſupports the 
innumerable de pendants that he hath brought into being. If we fee a 
houſe ſtored with proviſions, we are well aſſured that it hath been built 
by ſome architect, and that it hath a maſter over it, who bath collected 
theſe flores. Can any one then doubt, but that there is a Gov, who 
created all things,' and whoſe good Providence prepareth food for all 
N.th, and feedeth the winged fowls, which neither have florehouſe nor 
barn ? 


We have abundant reaſon to believe in Goy, his Providence alone 
is a ſufficient proof to any conſiderate perſon of his exiſtence. There 
is no one that attentively reflects upon himſelf, but muſt be convinced 
that he hath been the care of a watctiful Providence, which hath ful- 
tained him at all times, and that he is under the ſuperintendency of an 
Infinite Being, whole dominion endureth throughout all ages. 


From the ſucceſſion of generations upon the earth, and from the ſta- 
ted motions of this terreſtrial globe, the Creator's works appear {till 
more admirable and complicated. In the courſe of nature, which he 
hath wonderfully conſlituted, proviſion is made for the renewal of 
every fading thing The juſt diſtribution of the ſun's beams, and of 
other luminaries, agreeably continues to us the ſtriking variety of the 
fealons, day and night ſucceeding each other, and the earth producing 
increaſe for bodily ſupport. We need not look tar to dilcover the per- 
formance of an Almighty hand; with this we are always ſurrounded, 
and the great firſt Cauſe is equally ſhewn by the effect, whether nigh to 
or remote [rom us; con ſider the liilies alone: do not they driplay to us 
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the power of the Great Creator? O Lord, how manifold are thy works, 
in wiſdom hafl, thou made them all, the earth is full of thy riches, 


To ſuppoſe that the world never had a beginning would allow it to 

be Gov, infinite in all perfections; but all things appear to be under a 
ſubjection, which they cannot alter, and which is not to be diſpenſed 
with, but by that one Supreme Power, which muſt have ſubjeQed 
them, When any thing is done, that could not be performed by the 
agent's own apparent ability, it will be permitted to have been effect- 
ed by an unuſual interpoſition of Omnipotence. To ſay nothing of 
the many extraordinary operations of the Almighty Being, by which 
his revealed word is confirmed to us, but to paſs over his wonders in 
Egypt, his irreſiſtible might in the Land of Promiſe, and the various 
ſigns, which were wrought by the prophets, and proved that they par- 
took of the divine power, I would only remark, that to foretell juſtly 
future events, many ages before they come to pals, is a preſcience that 
is not the attribute of man but of Gop ; who therefore, by means of 
ſome men, foretold the coming of the Redeemer of the world, by cer- 
tain properties peculiar to him. 


The circumſtances of Cur1sT correſponded, in all things, with the 
prophecies concerning him. Ile appealed frequently to the miracles 
that he wrought, to prove himſelf to be the Saviour of mankind. The 
Jeme works that I do (ſays he) bear witneſs of me, that the Father hath 
ſent me. And again, when the diſciples of John enquired of him, 
at a time when he was miraculouſly healing many, Art thou he that 
ſiould come, or do we look for another ® Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto 
them, Go and ſicw John again the things which ye do hear and ſce. The 
blind receive their jight, and the lame walk ; the lepers are cleonſed, and 
the deaf hear ; the dead are raiſed up, and the poor have the goſpel preached 

to 


| ( 15 ) 
to them. And bleſſed is he, whoſoever ſhall not be offended in me. Thele 


works were to be done by our Saviour, according to this prophecy of 
Iſaiah. Then the eyes of the blind ſhall be opened, and the ears of the 
deaf ſhall be unflopped. Then ſhall the lame man leap as an hart, and the 
tongue of the dumb fing. Chriſt did all theſe gracious acts and more. 
The like performance was never effected by any other man. The whole 
picture of prophecy repreſenting the Redeemer, which in compariſon 
is to be conſidered, was fully equalled by him alone. That he un- 
doubtedly anſwered the prophetic deſcription of the Saviour, that was 
to come into the world, the paſſages compared are au inſtance to ſhew. 


It. is agreeable to the Divine goodneſs, manifeſted in the creation, 
to provide a Deliverer for the human race, according to the neceſſity 
under which it is by tranſgreſſion fallen. Gop therefore was graciouſly 
pleaſed to give us his Son; being alone ſufficient for our ſalvation, by 
the ſacrifice of himſelf; and his own merit, to ſatisfy Divine Juſtice, in 
our ſtead ; to obtain for us the help of the Holy Spirit, to conduct us 
to eternal happineſs, both by his example and precepts ; and to go be- 
fore us, through the dark avenue of death, to a joyful reſurrection to 
the incorruptible courts of glory. Well, therefore, might our bleſled 
Lord leave us this precept, Ye bel:cve in God, believe alſo in me. 


Believing aſſuredly in God, by the evident proofs given of his ex- 
iſtence, can we withhold our faith from his Son Jesus Curisr, of 
whole divinity Gop hath vouchſafed to grant us the beſt evidence, 
which cannot but ſecure the credit of his goſpel? Let us therefore 
expel all doubts, if any remain in us, of Cux1sT's veracity. To this 
we are firſt called upon, by what has been faid; and ſuch miſtruſt does 
but diſarm us of that defence, which is our peculiar ſafeguard; for, 


This is the victory that overcometh the werld, even our fat And let us 
i apply 
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apply our minds, with that ſeriouſneſs which the ſubje& demande, to 
the teſlimonies which we have, of the truth of our holy religion; that 
we may, on good grounds, believe as we ought in its great Author, and 
may be convinced that he is one with Goo, and hath revealed to us his 
heavenly will. Compare at leiſure the types and prophecies, that point- 
ed to the Redeemer, who was to come into the world, with the whole 
hiſtory of Cu ist in the goſpel. By fulfilling the will of the Father, 
who ſent lim, he hath made his Godhead appear. It was CnrisT's 
divine power that brought Nicodemus, a jewiſh ruler, to confeſs him 
to be & leacher come from God ; for no men (lays he) can do theſe miracles 
that thou docſt, except God be with ſum, As notice from Heaven was gi- 
ven of our Saviour, before he came into the worid, ſo the truth of 
what he taught was proved after he left it, by figns wrought in the a- 
poſlles, by the Holy Ghoſt, according to his promiſe, and in confir- 
mation of his power. We cannot excuſe the neglect of our religion, 
on account of our wanting reaſons to believe it, for the books of na- 
ture and revelation afford us many; let us carefully attend to their in- 
ſtructions, that our faith may be ſure, Can the languiſhing patient 
think that Gop would provide healing plants to remove the diſeaſe of 
his mortal body, and appoint no means for the preſervation of his bet. 
ter part,—no balm to cure the ſlinging wound of guilt in his immortal 
ſoul, that foreſt malady, the fource of human woe! Thus he may 
reaſonably hope, that the ſame goodnels, that relieves his leſs induring 
need, will not deſert him in a cale of the greateſt neceſſity. How muſt 
it refreſh ſuch among us as are of a contrite heart, diſquieted through 
the diſorder of fin, to read theſe gracious divine promiſes of old? 
Unto vou that fear my name ſhall the Sun of righteouſneſs ariſe with heal. 
ing in his wings. There fhall be a root of Jeſſe, which ſhall ſtand for an 
enſign of the pecple ; to it ſhall the gentiles feek : and his reft ſhall be glori- 


ous. 


( 3 


ous, Thou ſhalt make his foul an offering for fin, —for he ſhall bear their 
zniquities, And how well muſt our comfort be eſtabliſhed, to find, in 
the goſpel, that theſe glad tidings are verified in the LoD Jesvs, and 
that he Bare our fins, in his own body on the tree. 


The truth of our Saviour's Divine Miſſion being eſtabliſhed, his 


word mull likewiſe be true, and conſequently is to be obeyed. Indeed 


the doctrine of the goſpel, by its purity and perfection, proclaims its 


- Author to be divine; it plainly promotes the happineſs of mankind, 
approves itſelf to the conſcience, and requires no other than a reaſonable 
feroice, For whoever believes that there is a Gov, who made and pres 
ſerves him, (and this cannot reaſonably be denied) muſt acknowledge, 
that the higheſt praiſe and adoration are his due. And fad experience 
proves the unhappineſs of human life, without the practice of thoſe 
duties which CurtsT inculcated; ſuch as charity, truth, equity, hu- 
mility, moderation. But unſpeakable will be the conſequence of o- 
bedience to the goſpel, after we come to die, (and ſhortly we muſt) in 
the eternal world to come. For the wicked Shall go away into everlaſl- 
ing punifhument ; but the righteous into life elernal. Be prevailed upon, 
therefore, now whilſt you may, to repent, and turn yourſelves from all 
your tranſgreſſions ; ſo iniquity ſhall not be your ruin. 


But we have need of Divine Aſſiſtance, to enable us to obey the 
doctrine of the goſpel. For this heavenly grace let us not negle& to 
pray. I ſhall therefore conclude, with a Collect of our Church; O 
Gon, foraſmuch as without thee we are not able to pleaſe thee, merci- 
fully grant that thy Holy Spirit may in all things direct, and rule our 
hearts, through IESUS CHRISH our Lord. Amen. 


FINIS. 
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